MAGINE WORKING UNDER THE HOT
sun, digging the ground to make a
foundation for a house, heaving
bricks and laying them to build
the walls and finally painting the
interior and exterior.

That’s what many volunteers,
including schoolchildren, did
in 2010 to help build and repair
62 houses (including 32 longhouses)
in Kelantan, Negeri Sembilan, Perak,
Sabah and Sarawak under the Habitat for
Humanity Malaysia’s programme.

Habitat is a non-profit organisation
thataims to eliminate poverty by providing
housing. It works with low-income
families who are excluded from the formal
mechanisms of accessing housing loans
and, thereby, housing itself. Habitat offers
low-income families access to low-cost,
high-quality homes.

Its ministry is based on the conviction
that true love manifests itself in action,
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Habitat for Humanity Malaysia’s mission
wm | isto house the poor and give them
dignity and security.

not mere words. It believes that simple,
decent housing is a basic human right, and
providing a place to call home is the first
step towards a healthier family, greater
economic opportunities, a sense of dignity
and, overall, a better life.

Habitat believes in the principle of
“sweat equity”. In simple terms, a family
commits a number of hours — usually 400
— to the building of their house and other
houses in the community. As homeowners
work alongside volunteers, dignity, self-
worth and a sense of ownership and
community are instilled in them. At the
same time, as people from different strata
of society work together, stereotypes and
socioeconomic divides disappear.

There are a variety of ways you can
assist Habitat in its ministry. By getting
your hands dirty as a volunteer, you have
the extraordinary opportunity to create
beneficial change and make a positive
impact on a person’s life. Volunteers help

reduce the amount of paid labour needed
for a house, thus reducing costs.

Volunteers can also join Global Village
teams to build houses abroad in countries
such as Cambodia, Vietnam or India. They
have the opportunity to work together and
build friendships with people of different
cultures from all over the world.

There are, of course, other ways to
get involved. Technical skills, such as
quantity surveying, engineering and
architecture, videography, photography
and administrative ability are needed by
the local Habitat team to enable it to reach
out more efficiently to the poor.

As an NGO, Habitat depends on the
goodwill of others, such as churches,
organisations, companies and individuals,
for financial support — one of the simplest
ways of helping in this ministry. There is
also the need for information transfer to
create awareness of the piercing problem
of poverty housing and to help identify







